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Dear Marcia: 
From the national membership database that I downloaded today, your information shows that you have not renewed your ASCLS and ASCLS-SD membership yet.  Our society's state, regional and national direction, action, and strength comes from clinical laboratory science professionals such as yourself.  Therefore, I felt the need to personally contact you to see if there has been a problem in the renewal information getting to you or that you think you have renewed and for what ever reason, there is a problem with your renewal being documented.  I also know that renewal takes a few days from receipt to entry, so if you have just completed renewal in the last week or so it may not be completed yet.
Each year that I renew my membership in ASCLS... I stop to ask myself why I have continued to support my profession through ASCLS since 1974.  And each time I reflect on the past year, I know that my membership brings back to me 10 fold and can be summarized by the following:
· Job satisfaction comes from working alongside people I respect and enjoy. But circumstances change. Personnel come and go. The professional chemistry that worked so well one year may not be there the next. 

· One sure way to guarantee I'm surrounded by colleagues who are stimulating is by continuing membership in ASCLS and networking with true clinical laboratory professionals. 
· ASCLS membership dissolves the barriers that can cut me off from peers across town and across the nation. 
· Membership opens the door to opportunities for advancing my career and allows me personal and professional growth. 
· Among all the associations serving the many specialties within clinical laboratory science, ASCLS is unique. ASCLS is led by clinical laboratory scientists - just like me who understand the demands I face and know the importance of recognition. 
· ASCLS brings together the concerns of all clinical laboratory scientists. ASCLS speaks for the whole profession in a voice strong enough to gain respect for our professions growing contribution to health care.
Right here in South Dakota in just the last couple months... ASCLS-SD has taken many actions to improve membership benefits and to strengthen our professional presence right here at home.
· New and enhanced web page 

· New and enhanced newsletter to include electronic form 

· New mechanism to allow real-time electronic information sharing to bring both management and technical information to our members 

· Continuing Education Offerings:  1-Day 2005 Fall which will be held Sept 30th;  Planning for 2006 already includes a 1-Day Spring meeting and a 3-Day Fall meeting.... "Laboratory Revival"
Additional planning and actions are being taken by your ASCLS-SD Board of Directors to strengthen our professional VOICE, VALUE AND VISION in the following areas:
· Improved benefits, tools, offerings for our ASCLS Student Members and Young Professional Members 

· Recruitment of students into the profession of Clinical Laboratory Science 

· Increased information sharing, networking, professional action projects, and new items for Members Only on our web page.
If you have any questions or concerns at all regarding membership in ASCLS... please feel free to contact me at anytime... If I don't know the answer, I will know who can at the state, regional or national level.  If you have not received renewal information or feel you have renewed and are still on the non-renewing list.... contact me right away as we do not want a "renewal problem to prevent you from continuing your membership".
 
I encourage you to renew your membership in ASCLS... your renewal not only demonstrates your professional pride, purpose & passion... it also enhances the strength of the VOICE, VALUE, & VISION of ASCLS & ASCLS-SD!
 

 

Your professional friend in ASCLS-SD,
 

Lezlee Koch, ASCLS-SD Publications Co-Chair   PO Box 296, Colton SD 57018
lezleek@sio.midco.net   (H)605-446-3725  (W)605-322-7189
