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A Professional Organization…Why Bother?

-A Shameless Plug Explains Why You Should-

Steve Mattson, NE Regional Director, ASCLS-MN

As laboratory professionals, today’s economic climate demands that we continuously hone and expand our skill-sets, that we are adaptable to constant change and that we continue to remain relevant within the healthcare sector.  There are many ways to achieve and maintain a certain semblance of each of these points on your own.  However, by joining a professional organization, you become part of a team that can go to work in numbers to ensure we, as laboratory professionals, have a voice not only locally, but also on a national level.  The American Society for Clinical Laboratory Science is our preeminent professional society that advocates for, and is committed to the following:

· Promoting high standards in clinical laboratory practice, education and research.

· Elevating the professional status of those practicing clinical laboratory sciencethrough public advocacy.

· Promoting mutual understanding, cooperation and networking between clinical  laboratory science professionals, physicians, and all others who are employed in the interest of individual and public health.

· Providing and supporting continuing education opportunities for practitioners at all levels.

Along with all of these global ideas, an extraordinary benefit of being a member of ASCLS is through the networking opportunities it provides.  Becoming involved in a professional society like ASCLS creates a link between people from across the country and across laboratory industries.  Your future successes could be dependent upon membership in ASCLS!  There are other tangible benefits to membership as well, including the award winning quarterly journal, ‘Clinical Laboratory Science,’ the MN society newsletters, and a series of annual continuing educational events sponsored by the MN society.  An array of generous discount opportunities, from auto insurance quotes to hotel room bookings, are also available to members.  With respect to annual dues, there is a pricing structure based on different levels of membership.  It is important to note that students and new professionals to the workforce receive a considerable discount.  Joining ASCLS is easy and can be done through the mail or online at www.ascls.org, where you will find all membership pricing levels and benefits.  Please see me or Linda Perry with any questions you may have regarding ASCLS and how to join!  

No one is going to set the course for the future of the laboratory sciences except for those of us in the profession.  ASCLS provides a conduit between us, lawmakers and healthcare organizations to make what we want…HAPPEN!

Best-

Steve
