INVEST  IN  YOURSELF,  YOUR  PROFESSION,  &

YOUR  PROFESSION’S  FUTURE

WHY CONSIDER BECOMING AN ASCLS MEMBER?

Job satisfaction comes from working alongside people you respect and enjoy. But circumstances change. Personnel come and go. The professional chemistry that worked so well one year may not be there the next.

There is, however, one sure way to guarantee you'll always be surrounded by colleagues who are stimulating: join the American Society for Clinical Laboratory Science (ASCLS). You'll instantly widen your circle of professional contacts and friends.

ASCLS membership dissolves the barriers that cut you off from peers across town and across the nation. It opens the door to opportunities for advancing your career.

Among all the associations serving the many specialties within clinical laboratory science, ASCLS is unique.  ASCLS is led by clinical laboratory scientists just like you - professionals who understand the demands you face and your desire for recognition.

ASCLS brings together the concerns of all clinical laboratory scientists. We speak for the whole profession in a voice strong enough to gain respect for your growing contribution to health care.


ASCLS's PROFESSIONAL PLEDGE - VOICE, VALUE, VISION!
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o Promotes the VALUE of the clinical laboratory science
profession in all arenas possible

o Strives to be the VOICE for the laboratory practifioner
inthe workplace, the classroom, the community, the
legislative arena, and all for the good health of the public

o Is actively defining the VISION of the future of the
profession





TOP BENEFITS FROM PROFESSIONAL ASCLS MEMBERSHIP

	#9 - Networking opportunities with other members of our profession through local, state, regional and national organizations

	# 5 - Advocacy in legislative and regulatory issues affecting the practice of clinical laboratory science

	#8 - Opportunities for professional development, affordable continuing education offerings & career enhancement at local, state, regional and national meetings

	# 4 - Promotion of high professional standards

	# 7 - Support for research and higher education
	# 3 – Additional cost-saving membership benefits; publications, insurance programs, credit cards, travel, hotel rooms, car rentals, etc.

	# 6 - Current information on legislative, regulatory, and professional issues through  publications and electronic information sharing
	# 2 - Multiple opportunities to participate in the regulatory, legislative, educational and professional issues related to the practice of clinical laboratory science

	And the # 1 Benefit - ASCLS speaks with a SINGLE, STRONG, UNITED VOICE for all clinical laboratory science practitioners!


The field of clinical laboratory science embraces a wide range of disciplines - hematologists, clinical chemists, phlebotomists and microbiologists, to name a few.  All clinical laboratory science professionals share a similar role: providing vital, high quality clinical information for diagnosis, prevention and treatment of disease. All face common concerns. And all desire recognition as valued members of the health care team. Representing nearly 10,000 members from a range of clinical specialties, ASCLS speaks for all with a single, strong, unified voice.  ASCLS allows true Clinical Laboratory Professionals voices to be heard! 
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AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR CLINICAL LABORATORY SCIENCE – South Dakota

ASCLS Membership Invitation

October 2006

Dear Clinical Laboratory Professional:


It is with great pleasure, that the ASCLS-SD Board of Directors is inviting all Clinical Laboratory Professionals to consider membership in ASCLS.  If you are a current non-ASCLS member, you may be asking the questions “why should I join ASCLS” or “what would ASCLS really do for me?”  There are many benefits in joining ASCLS.  These benefits are concisely outlined in the attached flyer but the main reason we would like you to consider membership is to “INVEST in YOUR PERSONAL & PROFESSIONAL GROWTH, YOUR PROFESSION, and YOUR PROFESSION’S FUTURE.”

The American Society of Clinical Laboratory Science was designed to promote the entire laboratory profession not just one or two components of it.  It gives a unified “professional voice” to the concerns of laboratorians across the nation.  Being part of ASCLS means that you would be part of an organization that continues to work for recognition of our profession within our state and within our nation.

ASCLS is the preeminent leader that developed the “body of knowledge” that defines the skills required for all levels of practice in our profession.  ASCLS represents the clinical laboratory professional in legislative and regulatory affairs.  ASCLS was the founder and continues to co-sponsor Legislative Days in Washington D.C.  which allows clinical laboratory professionals have the opportunity to lobby for better Medicare reimbursement, increased funding to support actions to ease the laboratory personnel shortage, and many other regulatory issues that affect our profession today.  ASCLS is the leading organization that continues to encourage collaboration between all laboratory professional organizations. Just a few of the successful ASCLS endeavors include ASCLS/AACC Clinical Laboratory Expo,  Coordinating Council on the Clinical Laboratory Workforce, and recently, the ASCLS/ASCP potential new collaborative efforts in licensure, professional recruitment, and review of national professional certifications by ASCP and NCA.


ASCLS provides continuing education to all members at reduced cost.  ASCLS state, regional and national meetings are great ways to earn P.A.C.E CEUs to meet ASCP and NCA re-certification program requirements.  Additional offerings at reduced prices (sometimes even free!) include: publications, newsletters, electronic information sharing, on-line CE and websites full of resources!  ASCLS-SD also offers members many at home benefits: meetings, electronic information sharing and an excellent website filled with professional resources.  Visit our website at www.ascls-sd.org to see what our state’s society is all about.  

So, instead of asking yourself “why should I join ASCLS?”…ask yourself “how can I afford not to join ASCLS?”.  By not becoming a member, you have chosen not to invest in your professional self and will miss out on professional enhancement, recognition, networking opportunities, personal and professional growth and benefits that are available to you.  Become an ASCLS member today and your membership will not need to be renewed until July 2007!  Join the 8,000+  ASCLS professionals in making YOUR VOICE heard and acting to assure that YOUR PROFESSION is recognized for its VALUE in health care. Becoming a member is easy, just fill out the paper application attached to this invitation or go on-line at: www.ascls.org/membership/index.asp
Stop by the ASCLS Booth or talk to an ASCLS-SD Board of Directors member at this meeting to find out about the Membership Special being offered at this meeting only!

Sincerely,

ASCLS-SD Board of Directors ~

Lori Murray, President





Michael Andersen, 1st Vice President

Susan Lopez, 2nd Vice President




Deb Pravecek, Sec/Treasure

Janet McArthur, Board Member-at-Large


Dana Yeager, Board Member-at-Large

Ruth McFarland, Board Member-at-Large


Tanya Stuckey, Young Professional Member

